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This Memorandum of Understanding is made on Wednesday, 19 November 2025, between the 

following entities:  

1. European Science Foundation (Fondation Européenne De La Science), located in Strasbourg, 

France (hereinafter ESF) 

2. University of Gothenburg (Goeteborgs Universitet), located in Gothenburg, Sweden (hereinafter 

UGOT) 

3. South East European Research Centre (Kentro Erevnon Notioanatolikis Evropis Astiki Mi 

Kerdoskopiki Etaireia), located in Thessaloniki, Greece (hereinafter SEERC)  

4. University of Banja Luka (Univerzitet U Banjoj Luci), Faculty of Physical Education and Sport, 

located in Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina (hereinafter UNIBL-FPES) 

5. University of Ljubljana (Univerza V Ljubljani), Faculty of Sport, located in Ljublana, Slovenia 

(hereinafter UL-FS) 

6. Charles University, (Univerzita Karlova), Faculty of Physical Education and Sport, located in 

Prague, Czech Republic (hereinafter CU-FTVS) 

7. National Sports Academy “Vassil Levski” (Natsionalna Sportna Akademiya ‘Vassil Levski’), 

located in Sofia, Bulgaria (hereinafter NSA) 

8. Lithuanian Sports University (Lietuvos Sporto Universitetas), located in Vilnius, Lithuania 

(hereinafter LSU) 

9. West University of Timisoara (Universitatea De Vest Din Timisoara), Faculty of Physical 

Education and Sport, located in Timisoara, Romania (hereinafter UVT) 

10. Georgian State Teaching University Of Physical Education And Sport, located in Tbilisi, 

Georgia (hereinafter GSTUPES) 

11. Moldova State University (Institutul de Educație fizică și Sport), located in Chisinau, Moldova 

(hereinafter USEFS)  

 

Who came together through participation in the project SUPPORTER – SecUring sPORTs 

Education thRough innovative and inclusive Gender Equality Plans, funded by the European 

Union (project number 101094529) under the Horizon Europe framework. 

Recognising that the SUPPORTER Project has fostered a strong and collaborative network among 

participating institutions through the mutual learning scheme, the monitoring and mentoring system, 

and seamless communication throughout its lifespan;  

Understanding the shared intention and commitment to continue collaboration and mutual support 

beyond the project’s lifetime and to expand activities within and beyond the network; 
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All Parties hereby enter into this Memorandum of Understanding and agree to maintain and 

strengthen the SUPPORTER Network as follows: 

Article 1: Purpose 

The purpose of this Memorandum is to formalise the continuation of collaboration initiated under the 

SUPPORTER Project. The Parties agree to maintain and expand the SUPPORTER Network as a 

professional community that promotes gender equality, inclusion, and institutional change across 

sports higher education and the wider sports ecosystem. The Network will serve as a platform 

for the ongoing exchange of experiences, good practices, and mutual learning. 

 

Article 2: Cooperation and Communication Framework  

To sustain their cooperation, the Parties agree to remain connected through the SUPPORTER 

Network LinkedIn group, which has been launched and serves as the main communication hub for 

updates, discussion, and knowledge sharing. The Parties will use this platform to circulate information 

about relevant events, resources, and opportunities for collaboration. The LinkedIn group will remain 

active for the next two years, and regular checks will be conducted every three months to ensure 

continued engagement and relevance. 

Throughout the project’s duration, the Parties were consistently encouraged to actively participate in 

existing Communities of Practice (CoPs) related to gender equality in research and higher education. 

As of the date of signature of this MoU, four Parties participate in the following CoPs: 

• GenderSAFE CoP: CEE Circle, and 

• GenderSAFE CoP: Intersectional Circle. 

Participation in these and similar initiatives will help ensure the continuity of peer learning and 

enhance the visibility of the SUPPORTER Network within the wider European ecosystem. The 

Parties may also explore opportunities for joint events, publications, or project proposals aligned with 

the objectives of the SUPPORTER Network. 

 

Article 3: Duration and termination   

This MoU enters into force on the date of the last confirmation of participation and will remain valid 

for a period of three (3) years. Any Party may withdraw from the MoU by providing three (3) months’ 

written notice to the other signatories. The MoU may be renewed or amended upon mutual written 

agreement of all participating Parties. 



Supporter Network – Memorandum of Understanding 
 

  
Funded by the European Union 

Page | 4 

 

Article 4: Legal Relationship   

This MoU shall be construed as a statement of purpose to promote a genuine and mutually beneficial 

collaboration between the Parties. It does not create any legal or financial obligations among the 

signatories, nor does it establish a partnership, joint venture, or agency relationship. Each Party 

participates voluntarily and maintains full institutional independence. 

 

Article 5: Gender+, Non-discrimination and Ethics   

The Network acknowledges the intersections of gender with class, ethnicity, race, sexuality, age, 

religion, and disability, which together shape complex inequality regimes within institutions. All Parties 

therefore commit to applying a gender+ and intersectional lens in their ongoing collaboration, 

recognising that meaningful organisational change requires awareness of these interlocking systems 

of inequality and collective responsibility for transformation. 

All Parties commit to uphold the principles of non-discrimination, gender equality, inclusiveness, 

and ethical collaboration in all activities carried out under this MoU. 

 

Article 6: Data Protection   

All Parties shall comply with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), even if they are not 

EU Member States, and relevant national legislation. Any information shared within the Network or 

via the LinkedIn group will be used only for the purpose for which it was disclosed—namely, 

professional networking and collaboration—and will not be made available to any third party. 

 

Article 7: Assignment   

No party may assign this MoU or any rights or obligations under this MoU to any person or entity 

without the prior written consent of the other Parties. Any assignment in violation of this provision is 

null and void.  

The Parties express their willingness to welcome new sports higher education institutions and sports 

organisations aligned with the SUPPORTER Network’s principles to join future collaboration efforts. 
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Article 8: Signatures 

AS WITNESS: 

The Parties have caused this Memorandum of Understanding to be duly signed by the undersigned 

authorised representatives in separate signature pages the day and year first above written. 
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FONDATION EUROPEENNE DE LA SCIENCE (ESF) 

Name(s): Emmanouil Detsis  

Title(s): Head of Science Operations   

Email: edetsis@esf.org 

Signature(s): 

Date: 

 

 

  

mailto:edetsis@esf.org


Supporter Network – Memorandum of Understanding 
 

  
Funded by the European Union 

Page | 7 

 

GOETEBORGS UNIVERSITET (UGOT)  

  

Name(s): Suzanne Lundvall  

Title(s): Professor   

Email: suzanne.lundvall@gu.se  

Signature(s):  

Date:  

  

mailto:suzanne.lundvall@gu.se
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KENTRO EREVNON NOTIOANATOLIKIS EVROPIS ASTIKI MI KERDOSKOPIKI ETAIREIA 

(SEERC)  

  

Name(s): Nikos Zaharis  

Title(s): Director  

Email: nzaharis@seerc.org  

Signature(s):  

Date:  

  

mailto:nzaharis@seerc.org
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UNIVERZITET U BANJOJ LUCI (UNIBL)  

  

Name(s): Prof. Dr. Borko Petrović 

Title(s): Dean of the Faculty of Physical Education and Sport   

Email: borko.petrovic@ffvs.unibl.org  

Signature(s):  

Date:  

  

mailto:borko.petrovic@ffvs.unibl.org
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UNIVERZA V LJUBLJANI (UL)  

  

Name(s): Damir Karpljuk  

Title(s): Dean of the Faculty of Sport, Professor 

Email: damir.karpljuk@fsp.uni-lj.si 

Signature(s):  

Date:  

  

mailto:damir.karpljuk@fsp.uni-lj.si
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UNIVERZITA KARLOVA (CU)  

  

Name(s): Miroslav Petr  

Title(s): Dean of the Faculty of Physical Education and Sport  

Email: miroslav.petr@ftvs.cuni.cz 

Signature(s):  

Date:  

  

mailto:miroslav.petr@ftvs.cuni.cz
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NATSIONALNA SPORTNA AKADEMIYA VASSIL LEVSKI (NSA)  

  

Name(s): Ognyan Miladino  

Title(s): Professor, vice-rector for science and international relations  

Email: ogimil@nsa.bg  

Signature(s):  

Date:  

  

mailto:ogimil@nsa.bg
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LIETUVOS SPORTO UNIVERSITETAS (LSU)  

  

Name(s): Diana Reklaitiene  

Title(s): Rector  

Email: diana.reklaitiene@lsu.lt  

Signature(s):  

Date:  
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UNIVERSITATEA DE VEST DIN TIMISOARA (UVT)  

  

Name(s): Adrian Constantin Nagel  

Title(s): Dean of Physical Education and Sport Faculty, Associate professor  

Email: adrian.nagel@e-uvt.ro  

Signature(s):  

Date:  

  

mailto:adrina.nagel@e-uvt.ro
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GEORGIAN STATE TEACHING UNIVERSITY OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SPORT 

(GSTUPES)  

  

Name(s):  Jemal Dzagania 

Title(s): Rector, Professor  

Email: jemal.dzagania@gmail.com 

Signature(s):  

Date:  

  

mailto:jemal.dzagania@gmail.com
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Moldova State University (Institutul de Educație fizică și Sport) – (USEFS) 

 

Name(s): Mocrousov Elena  

Title(s): Associate professor 

Email: elenamocrousov1980@gmail.com  

Signature(s):  

Date:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:elenamocrousov1980@gmail.com
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